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‘Well,’ said Mad Larkin. ‘Tell it.’

Mkoll shook his head.

‘Spoilsport,’ Larks chuckled. He took a slug of sacra from the dirty glass he was cradling in his wiry hand.

‘Mkoll doesn’t tell stories,’ said Rawne, leaning back against a stack of pulse sacks. When the voidship Highness Ser Armaduke had set out on its mission, Aft Hold 134 had been piled to the ceiling with sacks of dried pulses for the mess hall. Now there were only a few heaps of them left, and what remained in the dank chamber had mildewed and spoiled. It had been a long tour, and supplies were low. Supplies of everything.

Rawne brushed a sack louse off his jacket and refilled his glass.

‘You don’t tell stories, do you, chief?’ he said. ‘Not often.’

‘Not often,’ Mkoll replied. He had a drink of his own in his powerful, life-scarred hands, but he had only taken a sip.

‘He said he had one,’ Larkin protested. ‘He should tell it. Make him tell it.’

‘I doubt I could make him do anything,’ replied Rawne quietly.

Mkoll smiled to himself, and looked down at his drink. Around them, the ancient, hulking starship throbbed and creaked. The warp played around its hull, stressing and squeezing it, and ice formed in the long walks of the companionways. It was cold.

‘Fire’s dying,’ said Rawne, reaching for some more dirty sacking to throw on it.

‘I’ll do it,’ said Brostin, sitting up.

‘Not with your flamer this time, eh?’ advised Rawne.

Brostin grinned, and held up his dirty palms in a ‘forgive me’ gesture. He was a big man, heavy, inked and hairy. He got to his feet, unsteady from drink, and fished around for combustibles in the trash at the back of the hold.

‘I told a story,’ Larkin sulked. ‘It was a good one too.’

‘Fething mad in the head, you are,’ Brostin called out from the rear. ‘As if a statue would talk to you.’

‘It was an angel,’ protested Larks. ‘Weren’t you listening?’

‘Listening to you being mad in the head,’ Brostin grumbled back.

‘It was a good story,’ Larkin insisted. ‘Wasn’t it good, Eli? Proper spooky. Proper chilling. A ghost story.’

‘Wasn’t bad,’ Rawne mused, thinking about something else.

‘And yours wasn’t bad either,’ Larkin acknowledged, raising his glass. ‘Decent and chilling.’

Rawne sighed. He’d made his up, just off the cuff. Larkin had delighted in the gory bits. They’d been in the field, on this tour, for so long, they’d used up all their stories.
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